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How to Read
USNG Signs

The U.S. National Grid first
splits the United States into
grid zones that numerically
increase as we go east and

descend alphabetically as we
go north.  This is the beginning
of the USNG location address.

Our area is represented as 15T.

The grid zone is then divided
into grid squares of

approximately 100km and
represented by two letters. Our

grid square is XM.

These 100km grids are then
further subdivided into a 5 digit
easting and a 5 digit northing,

providing location accuracy of 1
meter. However, when

conducting a rescue, a larger
search area may be necessary.
Thus, the USNG signs have a 4

digit easting and 4 digit
northing, created by truncating
the last digit of the easting and
northing. This 8 digit location
provides responders with a 10

meter accuracy.

The first set of digits provide
the easting. The second set of

digits provide the northing.

To find the USNG location on
the map, first locate the

easting by using the grid on
either the top or bottom of the
map. Then find the northing by
using the grid on either the left

or right side of the map.

Depending on your device, you
may have the Military Grid
Reference System (MGRS)
coordinates available in the
options but not USNG. The

USNG is exactly like the MGRS
except the USNG has spaces
between the grid zone, grid

square, easting, and northing.

15T XM 32122 11085
15T XM 3212 1108

Example of U.S. National Grid
Signs (Emergency Location

Markers)
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